PILGRIMAGE
IV.   pilgrimage
Hajj, or pilgrimage, to Mecca, the religious centre of
Islam, is for its votaries the fifth pillar of religion. "This
annual gathering/5 says President Washbura, "really con-
stitutes something like a pan-Islamic congress, where all
the interests of the faith are discussed at length by repre-
sentatives of different countries, and where plans are made
for its defence and propagation." * Pilgrimage is incumbent
on all who are able to perform it, but the Moslem doctors
differ as to what constitutes ability. Among the conditions
named are soundness of mind, maturity, health, solvency,
and safety of the roads. Women should be properly es-
corted or chaperoned. A very large proportion of Mos«
lems arrive at old age before all these conditions appear to
be fulfilled. A Jerusalem sheikh estimates that only ten
per cent of his townsmen who have passed middle-age have
made the pilgrimage. The same man informed me that the
hajj may be made by proxy in case of a man prevented him-
self by sickness or age. He may send his proxy during his
lifetime or arrange for the matter in his will.
This ordinance of the hajj long antedates the rise of
Islam. So firmly fixed in the hearts of the Arabs were many
of the customs in connection with the worship of the Black
Stone of the Ka'aba, that Mohammed decided to retain
them in as pure a form as was possible. Idols of the temple
were swept away; the veneration of the stone was retained.
Whether this decision is to be regarded as a compromise with
idolatry, or as a wise concession in matters of secondary
importance, in the interests of the consolidation of the
followers of the purer faith, depends on the point of view.
A certain parallel exists in the codification of the religion of
Israel, when many practices common to all Semitic religions
were permitted, provided that they were purified from every
taint of polytheism.
1 See his article, entitled " The Probable Influence of the Turkish
Revolution on the Faith of Islam," in "Journal of Race Development,"
January, 1911, p. 303.

